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Gremlin's  plant  expects 
to  make  500  games  daily 

By  Tamara  Manptian 

Tn»  Tim*  4,dvoca«  -  -  .  *  v«  . 

-  A  leading  manufacturer  of  coin-operated  yldao 
games  formally  opened  its  Rancbo  Bernardo  manu-  J 
Jacturing/headquarters  Saturday. 

Gremlin  Industries  Inc.,  the  brain  behind  the  re- f 
cenUy  released  ftaxxon  and  the  popular  Frogger  ► 
games,  employs  about  700  people  at  Its  125,000-  £ 
square-foot  plant  in  the  Rancho  Bernardo  Technolo¬ 
gy  Park. 

As  many  as  500  game  machines  are  to  be  built  and  ' 
tested  there  each  day  as  the  company  settles  Into  Its  * 
S-moffita-old  quarters,  but  the  company  could  pro  « 
dues  700  to  800  machines  a  day,  depending  on  de  J 


Gremlin  is  a  subsidiary  of  the  Loe  Angeles-based 
SEGA  Enterprises  Inc.  A  sister  company,  SEGA  En¬ 
terprises  Ltd.,  Is  based  in  Japan. 

SEG  Ay  Gremlin,  as  Gremlin  Industries  Is  called, 
already  Is  looking  to  expand  Its  Rancho  Bernardo 
quarters  and  might  exercise  an  option  to  purchase 
future  buildings  on  adjacent  property,  according  to 
Prank  Fogleman,  Ties  chairman  of  the  board  and 
one  of  the  company's  founders. 

Gremlin  president  Duane  Blough  said  the  compa¬ 
ny  would  like  to  move  Its  engineering  staff,  how 
housed  In  a  K, COO-square -foot  facility  In  Ban  Diego, 
to  Rancho  Bernardo.  i. 

Gremlin  employs  about  100  engineers  who  dream 
up  Ideas  and  designs  for  such  games  as  Space  Fury. 
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But  most  of  the  company's  creative  spark  Is  In  Ja- 
pan.  according  to  officials. 

BEGA  Enterprises  Chairman  David  Rosen  said,  ■ 
however,  that  be  expects  Gremlin  to  design  more  . 
I  games  and  anticipates  that  they  will  soon  be  sold  on  * 
.  cartridges  for  television  video  game  play  as  wall  as  « 
on  disci  for  home  computers  like  the  Apple.  £ 

i  Although  moet  of  the  games  are  designed  In  Japan, , « 
they  are  manufactured  here  and  shipped  to  dlstribu*'  i 
ton  throughout  the  U.fl.  and  Canada,  which  rep  re-  . 

■  sent  80  percent  of  the  market  for  video  games,  Fogle- 
‘man  said.  -  ^ 

F  Gremlin  Industries,  whose  accounting  year  ends 
\  June  80,  Is  expected  to  earn  H00  million  for  118142, 

}  Roeen  told  reporters  Saturday  at  Gremlin's  open 
house.  That  total  will  be  a  58  percent  Increase  over* 
the  previous  year's  revenues  of  W  million. 


TIMES-ADVOCATE 
Escondido,  CA 
Tuesday,  May  18,  1982 


